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Texts

"Inscribed on a Lintel"

I was born beside a quarry. I played in granite
              spray and gravel, dust up to my elbows.

I was born beside the ocean. I played in the tide,
              at night I sucked my arm to get the salt out.

I was born beside a mountain. I played under
              evergreens. At night my life seemed haunted.

I lived beside a quarry, I worked deep in the earth,
              I made my body a drill to burrow into stone.

I lived beside the ocean, I worked inside the water,
              I made my body a net and I cast myself wide.

I lived beside a mountain, I worked inside the wood,
              I made my body a saw and I cleared a field.

All my life when I worked, I disappeared inside
              my work; so when my work ended, I disappeared.

by Dan Chiasson from Natural History (2000)

Used with permission of the author.

Program Note

This song was written for a musical memorial service in honor of long-time music program
manager at Wellesley College, Mag Christian. For inspiration I turned to a Wellesley poet,
Dan Chiasson, whose evocative poem “Inscribed on a Lintel” beautifully summed up how Mag
gave her absolute all for the Wellesley music community. She was working from her hospital bed
until mere days before she passed away. Musically, my song is structured in two main parts.
In the first half, the singer extolls where she was born and where she comes from. The
accompaniment becomes more steadily rhythmic as the singer recounts her life’s work in
the second half.  Ultimately, the poem’s protagonist “disappears” after her work is done, just as
Mag suddenly did from our lives.
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