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Liber Contrapunctum is a collection of short contrapuntal pieces that seek to reinterpret harmonic material

excerpted from Johann Sebastian Bach’s The Well-Tempered Clavier in new and interesting ways. Similar to

its predecessor, the movements of the Liber Contrapunctum are laid out in pairs that complement each other.

The first movement originated from the Fugue in B minor of the first book of The Well-Tempered Clavier,

BWV 869. The second and fourth movements, Contrapunctus Primus and Secundus, are derivative of that as

well. The third movement reorganizes harmonies lifted from the prelude in A major from the first book,

BWV 864. The fifth movement is constructed from material from the G# minor prelude from the second book,

BWV 887. The last movement, Contrapunctus Tertius, utilizes source material from the Fugue in D# minor

from the first book, BWV 853. Several contrapuntal techniques are explored over the course of the work,

including canons in augmentation and diminution as well as a hybrid mensuration canon in the final movement.
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Program Note

Instrumentation

Violin
Piano

Duration: c. 9 minutes

Movements

I.   Praeludium
II.  Contrapunctus Primus
III. Praeludium
IV.  Contrapunctus Secundus
V.   Praeludium
VI. Contrapunctus Tertius
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Liber Contrapunctum
I. Praeludium

Sid Richardson
(b. 1987)
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II. Contrapunctus Primus
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III. Praeludium
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